
March 2020 

 

Thunder events 

 

The first half of March continued the very cyclonic, mainly westerly, weather pattern of 

February. A marked change commenced with a general rise of pressure over these islands 

during the third week and, from the 20
th

 onwards, anticyclones dominated, although their 

position varied (and with that, the actual weather!). Despite the unsettled start to the month, 

incidences of thunder were occasional and isolated. 

 

1
st
: A deep depression was situated close to northern Scotland, feeding an unstable, showery 

west to southwesterly airstream across the UK and Ireland. Sferics indicated isolated thunder 

over Ireland and western Britain, chiefly in the afternoon. 

 

8
th

: The situation was quite similar to a week earlier, with a brisk, showery west to 

southwesterly airstream following active frontal systems. Thunder was heard in Cornwall 

during the morning and there were very isolated sferics over Ireland and the western UK 

during the afternoon.. 

 

11
th

: Thunder affected parts of Ireland on the cold front squall line of a small secondary 

depression and isolated discharges were also detected over north Wales and northern 

England. 

 

12
th

: A brief thunderstorm affected the Bristol area between 0700 and 0730 UTC while 

thunder was reported in parts of western and central Ireland in the early evening. A secondary 

depression was close to northwest Ireland, and this crossed Scotland during the day; the 

Bristol storm was on an occluded frontal feature. 

 

29
th

: Although the surface isobars were curving clockwise around an exceptionally intense 

anticyclone (1055 hPa) west of Scotland, southeast England was in the axis of a sharp upper 

trough (at 1200 UTC Herstmonceux reported a 1000-500 hPa thickness of 521 dam). Heavy 

showers, with hail, sleet and snow affected southeasternmost counties of England; a lightning 

sferic was detected just inland near Eastbourne with a few others off southeastern coasts.  

 

 
These reports are based on observations and sferics withsupportive evidence from  radar. Sincere thanks are 
due to members of COL and TORRO for observations, and to the Met Office/Net Weather for radar and sferics 
data. 
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